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Kristen's passion for the breed led her to open her training 
operation in the early 2000s. Her fulfilled dream, Diamond View 
Farm, has evolved into a top breeding and foaling operation that has 
helped bring many new breeders into the industry. 

Kristen believes the ASHA’s purpose is to grow, promote and advance our 
amazing breed. She has an incredibly diverse background with the breed 
to relate and advocate for members. Kristen is also an active member of 
the UPHA and dedicates her life to supporting the American Saddlebred 
and those that love them.  

Ali De Gray
Odessa, FL

Ali is passionate about the preservation and evolution of the industry and 
breed that has given her so much. She looks for ways to better the breed by 
more than just competing herself and making monetary contributions. 
Volunteering for breed promotion and education initiatives is her favorite 
way to give back and contribute towards the betterment of our breed. In the 
past, she has served as a member of the ASB Museum Youth Board, ASHA 
Young Adult Committee and been a part of versatility programs for the 
breed.  

If elected, her vision would be to bring the perspective of an active young 
amateur, owner and small breeder to the ASHA Board. She believes the 
ASHA can lead the way in modern marketing and language to introduce the 
breed to the public. For Ali, the time for promoting transparency, creating 
opportunities for more inclusivity and trying new things for our breed is now.  
She is not afraid to champion change or turning traditions into memories, as 
long as it serves to benefit the horses and their people. Ali is devoted to 
contributing to bringing new people to the breed through promotion, 
education and making our shows fun again. She looks forward to working to 
create new ways to positively promote the Saddlebred and attract more 
spectators to our events.

Her passion for the breed matched with her professional skill set inspired Lisa 
to work toward the betterment of the breed through the ASHA board. Lisa has 
extensive experience serving on boards and leading nonprofit organizations. 
Lisa’s past tenures are as President of San Antonio Children’s museum 
board, board member of St. Francis High School, Louisville, Holt Foundation 
and chair of many other fundraising events. In the Saddlebred community, 
Lisa is an active member of the ASR fundraising committee, ASHA 
sponsorship committee and former board member of the ASB museum. She 
is committed to using her skills in Management by Values training, nonprofit 
fundraising, team building and marketing for the betterment of the breed. Lisa 
hopes to contribute by exploring ideas and developing short and long-term 
plans exposing our breed and disciplines to the corporate and private sectors.

If elected Lisa’s vision for bettering the breed as an ASHA board member is to 
gather and curate ideas, develop goals and implement plans to raise 
awareness of our breed and varied disciplines. She believes the top three 
challenges the ASHA Board must prioritize are to unite, develop and 
implement productive ideas to expose and raise awareness of the American 
Saddlebred.

Emily Lee 
Versailles, KY
Emily Lee was first introduced to the 
American Saddlebreds 23 years ago. She, 
her husband, Tre’, and son Chase own and 
operate Prospect Lane, a successful 
breeding, training and show operation in 
Versailles KY. Emily trains and shows 
horses, runs the breeding part of the 
operation as well as handles the billing and 
bookkeeping of the business. 

In addition to currently serving on both the ASHA and ASR boards, Emily 
serves as Treasurer on the board of her church and has been past 
Chapter Chair for the UPHA Chapter 9. 

Her time on the ASHA and ASR boards has taught her a lot about the 
industry that has given so much to her. If reelected to the board Emily will 
continue to work hard to bridge the gap between the ASHA, USEF, 
UPHA, as well as other breed affiliates. She will continue to be a voice for 
the membership. She believes that we are stronger when we work 
together. Emily is optimistic about the future of the American Saddlebred 
and wants to give back to the industry that is so much a part of her life.  

Joan Lurie 
Simpsonville, KY
Horses have been Joan Lurie’s life since 
she was a teenager growing up in Montana 
and Arizona.  She has been involved with 
Saddlebreds for more than 50 years. As 
the owner of Willowbank Farm, Joan takes 
an active role in all aspects of the various 
activities on the Farm, including training, 
showing and breeding.  

Joan currently serves on the American 
Saddlebred Registry Breeder’s Committee 
as well as the Futurities Committee. She has 

served on numerous panel discussions at ASHA and UPHA Conventions, 
and she frequently contributes to Q & A sessions in various 
Saddlebred publications. She was one of the founders of the 
innovative Breeder’s Jackpot program and has been an active supporter 
of the UPHA Classics Jackpot Sale.  Joan is a member of the ASHA 
Breeder’s Hall of Fame, and has been awarded the USEF Ellen Scripps 
Davis Memorial Breeders’ Award, the USEF Equestrian of Honor 
Norman Dunn Award, and the National Horseman’s Castleman 
Award, and the Farm has been the recipient of the ASHA Breeder of 
the Year Award. If re-elected to the Board, Joan would like to develop and 
expand breeding programs, as well as futurity participation, in an effort to 
increase foal registrations and ensure a positive future for the American 
Saddlebred.

Kristen Bagdasarian
Versailles, KY
Kristen has been riding, showing and raising 
American Saddlebreds for more than 37 
years. A native of Madison, CT, she grew up 
with a public training farm right in her 
backyard. After several years of showing on 
the Northeast circuit, the Bagdasarian family 
expanded their industry involvement becoming 
heavily active in the Southeastern circuit for 
many years.

Ali has been a member of the American 
Saddlebred community since childhood. For the 
better part of 22 years, she has been competing 
Saddlebreds, Hackney ponies and Road Horses 
across the country. Ali brings a unique 
perspective as a breed enthusiast and saddle 
seat rider active on social media. She has 
immense experience with the perceptions facing 
our breed. Ali devotes much of her spare time to 
promoting and educating about the American 
Saddlebred.

Lisa Holt 
Houston, TX
Lisa has been an avid lover of the mighty horse 
since she was a young girl raised in Texas, riding 
as long as she can remember. For the past 20 
years, the American Saddlebred has held this 
horse lover’s heart. She grew up riding western, 
but Pat Ryan introduced her to the Morgan horse 
in the 90s. From there, Lisa began to show and 
breed Morgan horses in Texas. In 1999 Lisa, Ben 
and their sons moved to Kentucky and a blessed 
meeting of Rob and Julie Wilson introduced her to 
the breed. Under the banner of Holt Oaks Farm, 
Lisa has been involved as a breeder, amateur 
competitor, and spectator of this magnificent breed. 



In the mid 1980’s, Joe applied for and was awarded Mitsubishi’s first 
dealership in Illinois. That same year, the O’Brien Automotive Team was 
established with Joe as its President and CEO. Since its inception, the 
O’Brien Automotive Team has been dedicated to organizational 
excellence and is an automotive industry leader in the sales, service and 
leasing of different automotive brands at nine dealerships in four states. 

Joe has been on the ASHA Board of Directors since the summer of 2018, 
Mitsubishi Motor National Dealer Advisory Board (Chairman 3 years); 
Hyundai Motor America National Dealer Advisory Board (Chairman 2 
years); National Automotive Dealers Association Industry Relations 
Committee; American International Automobile Dealers Association 
Board of Directors and Executive Committee (Chairman 1 year); 
Automotive Free International Trade Pac Board of Directors (Chairman 2 
years); St. Francis Hospital Foundation Board of Directors, and 
Union Bank Corp Board of Directors. 

If elected to the ASHA Board of Directors, Joe would like to increase 
revenue to the Association from vendors instead of relying on members 
and market the Association to a larger audience to increase members 
and revenue.

Evan Orr 
Greensboro, NC
Evan Orr has been involved with Saddlebreds 
since he was a boy in Springfield, Illinois. He 
graduated from William Woods University in 
2001, where he received a strong foundation 
under the tutelage of Ms. Gayle Lampe.  He 
apprenticed for a number of training/breeding/
instruction facilities, including Bob Brison, 
Martin Teater, Peter and Kim Cowart, Tom 
Bombolis, and Cash Lovell. In 2008, Evan 
and his wife Mary started High Caliber Stables 
with about 50 horses in training, 25 school 
horses 

and hundreds of riding lessons each week.

Evan is one of the founders of the Mid-Atlantic Saddlebred event held 
for the past three years at High Caliber Stables to showcase the 
breed for prospective buyers, and to kick off the show season in the 
Carolinas. He takes pride in his ability to communicate effectively with 
customers, colleagues, veterinary professionals, farriers, and employees.

If re-elected to the ASHA Board, Evan wants to increase the number of 
horses and participants and help the ASHA evolve to meet the 
challenges facing our breed and the equine industry. He feels that he is 
uniquely equipped to help in light of his business background, his strong 
passion for the breed, and his practical way of dealing with people to 
produce the best possible outcomes.

Shawn Stachowski
Mantua, OH

she stands, owns and promotes young World’s Champion sire 2014 WGC 
Nutcracker’s Nirvana. 

The American Saddlebred is Shawn’s passion. She would love to help 
promote and improve it for both the horses and people involved. Shawn is 
dedicated to promoting the versatility, possibilities and potential of the breed. 
Her vision for bettering the future of the breed is an inclusive effort to promote 
versatility while maintaining the image as the ultimate show horse. These 
increased opportunities can expand involvement and participation for both 
enthusiasts and the horse. 

If elected, Shawn has a special interest in reaching "new people" before other 
breeds do. With operations in several markets, she strongly believes 
participation revolves around introducing the breed to beginners. She is a 
strong proponent of increasing the number of local riding programs and 
collegiate saddle seat programs across the country to reach beginners. In 
addition to increased distribution and promotion of the breed, Shawn wants to 
create more education initiatives for members and the public on the ethical 
treatment of our horses. 

Shawn is a graduate of Seton Hall University with a Bachelor’s degree 
in Marketing. Saddlebreds are a family affair that she enjoys with her 
husband and two beloved children. Shawn has volunteered with the ASHA in 
the past to share her knowledge of starting and managing a successful 
Saddlebred breeding operation with committees. 

Owen Weaver 
Roanoke, VA
Owen and her family own and operate Fox 
Grape Farm, where they breed, raise and 
show Saddlebreds at a high level. They 
stand two stallions and breed about 10 of 
their own mares each year. The farm has 
been a consistent participant in Futurity and 
Sweepstakes programs.

Owen has served on the Horse Show 
Committees for both the Dallas and Roanoke 
Valley horse shows. She has served as 
President of the UPHA Associate Membership, 

as well as Vice President of the Saddlebred Museum Board.  Owen 
traveled to Maryland in early September of this year to participate as part 
of the delegation from the ASHA/UPHA/AHHS to make remarks to the 
USDA regarding the proposed changes in the Horse Protection Act. She 
has participated in a variety of breeds and disciplines and is passionate 
about her horses and causes.  

If re-elected to the ASHA Board, Owen would like to grow the 
grassroots of the breed and  educate the equine world and the 
general public about the Saddlebred. She feels that education and 
positive exposure is key to our growth and success. Owen believes that 
we need to unite ourselves from within, as well as with other disciplines 
to bring understanding and validation to our business.
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Joe O'Brien
Simpsonville, KY
Joseph D. O’Brien was born into the 
automotive retail business. After attending 
college, Joe started his career in the 
automotive industry as a salesman and 
quickly advanced into the position of Used Car 
Manager. Shortly, Joe advanced into the 
position of Vice President and General 
Manager of Illinois Valley VW/Audi/Mercedes 
Benz in Peru, Illinois then rejoined his father’s 
business as General Manager of J.D. O’Brien 
Olds Cadillac in Streator, IL. 

Shawn has been involved with Saddlebreds as 
an  owner, breeder, exhibitor and fan for nearly 
20 years. She has been an integral part of the 
development of Stachowski Farm Inc. a large 
multi breed training and breeding operation. 
Building this successful business, she has 
supported the equine industry from local circuits 
to the top shows for both Saddlebreds and 
Arabians. Her dedication to the breed has 
resulted in the raising of many WC and WGCs. 
In addition to raising and selling top Saddlebreds




