
2018 BOARD OF DIRECTOR CANDIDATES BIOGRAPHIES
Allen Bosworth 
Greenville, SC
Allen Bosworth has been involved as a 
Saddlebred owner since 2004, and over the 
past decade has owned many different horses 
for his daughter to show. He has served on 
the Board of the JD Massey Horse Show for 
the past five years, and is in his second year 
as President of the Board. Allen is an active 
member of the ASHA Charter Club Council, 
and he has served as Chair of the ASHA 
Marketing Committee for the past two years; 
he is the author of the current Marketing Plan 

for the ASHA. He is an associate member of the UPHA.

Allen currently serves as an owner, CFO and COO of Erwin-Penland, 
a $100MM marketing firm with offices in New York and South Carolina 
that provides advertising, event marketing, interactive, public relations, 
and strategic planning services to many major US companies. He has an 
undergraduate degree from UNC-Charlotte, and a Masters Degree from 
the University of Georgia. He has a high level of expertise in financial, 
organizational, and communication skills, as well as experience in 
developing innovative programs for Saddlebreds.

If relected to the ASHA Board, Allen would be particularly interested in 
continuing his work on the Marketing Committee and the Charter Club 
Council, as well as working with the ASHA Youth Committee and youth 
programs. His vision for the ASHA is to drive the affinity and awareness 
of the breed, while tackling the hard questions of affordability, versatility, 
and distribution. Allen believes that the ASHA must also take the lead in 
working with the USEF and other breed and discipline organizations to 
address negative perceptions of training methods..

Sandra Currier 
Bellville, TX
Sandra Currier has been involved with 
American Saddlebreds for over thirty years, 
having started her career at Maynard Casler’s 
Misty Hills Stable in New York. She has served 
as the trainer for Mr. and Mrs. Perwien’s 
Bluebonnet Farm for the past twenty plus 
years . Sandra has served as a volunteer for 
The Texas American Saddlebred Association 
and the Texas Futurity. She was a coach of 
the  2012  USA gold medal five gaited team 
and has also helped supply the Spindletop 
Organization with horses for their exhibits.

Sandra attended college for a couple of years, and has a high level 
of expertise in organizational skills.She has worked as an American 
Saddlebred trainer, riding instructor and judge for over thirty years. She is 
a member of the UPHA , ARHPA and the AHHS.

If reelected to the ASHA Board , Sandra would be particularly interested in 
reviving some of the state futurities as she feels this will help promote the 
breeding and development of young horses. Her vision for the ASHA is to 
encourage more young trainers to become involved with in training young 
horses and would like to see an apprentice program established. Sandra 
would like to give back to the breed that has done so much for her.

Elisabeth Goth 
Lexington, KY
Although she has garnered numerous 
accolades in and out of the show ring, the 
work Elisabeth does in an effort to affect 
positive changes for the industry as a whole 
is what brings the most meaning to her life- 
that and her Saddlebred breeding program. 
Elisabeth is one of the largest breeders in the 
United States.

She recognizes the serious need to expand 
the marketability of the American Saddlebred 
through increased participation, and more 

importantly, avenues available, to all American Saddlebreds in all 
disciplines. Elisabeth is also committed to continuing to work to improve 
the youth programs available to young people with an interest in American 
Saddlebreds.Elisabeth is the current Vice President of The United States 
Equestrian Federation and plays a pivotal role in collaborating with 
breed and professional organizations, and has continuously held service 
positions in the industry since 1998.  

Joe O’Brien 
Simpsonville, KY
Joseph D. O’Brien  was born into the 
automotive retail business. After attending 
college, Joe started his career in the 
automotive industry as a salesman and 
quickly advanced into the position of Used 
Car Manager. Shortly, Joe advanced into 
the position of Vice President and General 
Manager of Illinois Valley VW/Audi/Mercedes 
Benz in Peru, Illinois then rejoined his father’s 
business as General Manager of J.D. O’Brien 
Olds Cadillac in Streator, IL. In the mid 1980’s, 
Joe applied for and was awarded Mitsubishi’s 

first dealership in Illinois. That same year, the O’Brien Automotive Team 
was established with Joe as its President and CEO. Since its inception, the 
O’Brien Automotive Team has been dedicated to organizational excellence 
and is an automotive industry leader in the sales, service and leasing of 
different automotive brands at nine dealerships in four states.

Joe has been on the Mitsubishi Motor National Dealer Advisory Board 
(Chairman 3 years); Hyundai Motor America National Dealer Advisory 
Board (Chairman 2 years); National Automotive Dealers Association 
Industry Relations Committee; American International Automobile Dealers 
Association Board of Directors and Executive Committee (Chairman 
1 year); Automotive Free International Trade Pac Board of Directors 
(Chairman 2 years); St. Francis Hospital Foundation Board of Directors, 
and Union bank Corp Board of Directors.

Joe has been awarded the 1995 Sports Illustrated All-Star Dealer Award, 
2003 Time Magazine Quality Dealer Award, and 2008 International Auto 
Dealer Association Lifetime Achievement Award.

If elected to the ASHA Board of Directors, Joe would like to increase 
revenue to the Association from vendors instead of relying on members 
and market the Association to a larger audience to increase members and 
revenue.

Tandy Patrick 
Louisville, KY
Tandy Patrick is a grass roots American 
Saddlebred owner/exhibitor/breeder, having 
been invovled with American Saddlebreds 
her entire life. She grew up on a small 
farm in Lawrenceburg, KY, with American 
Saddlebreds in the barn at her home what 
they cared for themselves.

She feels that the ASHA needs to truly LISTEN 
to its members and address the needs, 
suggestions and concerns of our members as 
to how the ASHA can best serve their needs. 

She believes that the ASHA should embrace technology, be forward-
thinking and make positive changes in our ASHA website to make this more 
user-friendly. The ASHA’s biggest challenge is promotion of overall growth 
in our industry: the ASHA needs to develop effective marketing that will 
promote the expansion of our middle-market horses and therefore increase 
demand and breeding of ASB’s, and the ASHA needs to be mindful of the 
need to support younger trainers, new horse owners/exhibitors, and the 
expansion of American Saddlebreds throughout underserved metropolitan 
areas of the United States where folks are becoming involved with hunter-
jumpers or Quarter horses because Saddlebreds are not an option. She 
believes the ASHA needs to solidify and expand strategic partnerships with 
the Registry, as well as the American Saddlebred Museum, the UPHA, the 
Kentucky State Fair Board, and related equine organizations, so that we 
are a united front (2 + 2 + 5!)



Clif Paulsen 
Cedar Falls, IA
Clif Paulsen has been riding and exhibiting 
American Saddlebreds for over 35 years. 
He currently serves as the Chair of the Iowa 
Limited Breeders Stake, the Vice President of 
the Iowa Futurity, and is a member of the Iowa 
Fall Classic Horse Show Committee. Clif is the 
owner of Cedar Valley Veterinary Center and 
earned his Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine 
from Iowa State University.

Mr. Paulsen is wholly committed to the 
advancement of the breed, and believes that 

ASHA is the public voice and promoter of the breed, but he also believes 
that the primary role of the ASHA is to assist its members so that they may 
promote the breeding and exposition of American Saddlebreds. Clif is a 
valuable member of any leadership team he is a part of and passionate 
about the American Saddlebred breed. 

Martin Schaffel 
Tampa, FL
Martin Schaffel, President and CEO of Audio 
Visual Innovations, Inc., founded the company 
in 1979. He began his career in management 
with a national retailer and later joined a large 
office products distributor. He has since built a 
successful business in the sale of audiovisual 
products to the corporate, education, military 
and government markets nationwide. Martin 
has served on the Board of Directors for 
Berkley Prep, Performing Arts Center of 
Tampa, Northstar Bank, Prepared Insurance, 
AVISPL, University of Florida Center for 

Entrepreneurship and Innovation, and VOALTE, among others.

Martin has been involved in the American Saddlebred Industry as owner, 
breeder, and exhibitor since 2002 and has been providing business 
mentorship in the Saddlebred industry for the past ten years. Martin 
would contribute his wealth of experience in marketing, development, and 
management to the ASHA Board, and hopes to broaden the Saddlebred 
Market and maximize the quality of the experience for everyone involved 
in ASHA.

Donna Pettry-Smith 
Mokena, IL
Donna Pettry-Smith is a third-generation 
horsewoman that grew up spending weekends 
and summers at her grandparent’s American 
Saddlebred and Hackney Pony breeding and 
training farm, Royal Scot Stables, located in 
northern Illinois. Donna showed American 
Saddlebreds from an early age, and is one 
of few amateurs that have shown American 
Saddlebreds to World Championships in a 
variety of divisions including Five Gaited, 
Three Gaited, Pleasure, Equitation, Driving, 

Western, and Hunt Seat.

Donna gave up her amateur status in 2000, and went on to instruct several 
World and National Champion Saddle Seat Equitation riders. Donna 
served on the United Professional Horseman’s Association Saddle Seat 
Equitation Committee from 2002-2012, and as the Chairman from 2009-
2010. In 2010, Donna and her husband opened Skyline Stables in Mokena, 
Illinois and have trained over thirty World Champions since that time.

Donna has served as a USEF Licensed Official for American Saddlebreds, 
Hackneys, Roadsters, and Saddle Seat Equitation for over ten years. She 
has also served on the USEF World Cup Committee, American Saddlebred 
Registry Board of Directors, Illinois American Saddlebred Pleasure Horse 
Association Board of Directors, USEF National Breeds and Disciplines 
Council, USEF Saddlebred Committee, and is currently the President of 
the American Saddlebred Horse Association.

Jennifer Taylor 
Medina, OH
Jenny Taylor has been a Saddlebred owner, 
breeder, and trainer for the past 40 years. 
She is a member of UPHA and has served 
as Chapter Chair as well as the UPHA Board 
of Directors. Jenny has managed the UPHA 
Chapter 13 Horse Show, and has been 
active on numerous horse show committees 
including the River Ridge Horse Show. 
She has also been active in fundraising 
committees; she is the Chair of the UPHA 
Jackpot Sale and has worked on promotion of 
the UPHA Classics. Jenny is a member of the 

newly formed Saddle Seat Coalition group, and she is a member of the 
UPHA and the American Morgan Horse Association, as well as the ASHA 
Charter Club Council.

Jenny’s background is as an owner, breeder, and trainer of American 
Saddlebreds and Morgan horses. She has a high level of expertise in 
organizational skills and has been involved in innovative programs for 
Saddlebreds.

If reelected to the ASHA Board, Jenny would be particularly interested in 
promotion, increasing Saddlebred registrations, and fundraising. Jenny’s 
vision for the ASHA is to increase grown in membership and registrations, 
and to develop more public awareness of the ASHA and the breed.
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